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Zabecki, David (ed.), World War II in Europe:  An Encyclopedia.  1999. 
 
Zaloga, Steven J., et al., Red Army Handbook:  1939-1945.  1998. 
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Halder, Franz, “Einsatzbereite dt. Flugzeuge an der Ostfront.”  (Sep  / Dec 41).  
(Auszuege aus dem Tagebuch Halder) (KDC) 
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3 These volumes address holders of the medal in Das Reich division. 
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Jun – Jul 41 & Oct 41 – Apr 42 :  6. ID, 7. ID, 23. ID, 29. ID (mot), 35. ID, 78. ID,  
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c.  Bundesarchiv-Militaerarchiv (BA-MA) (Freiburg): 

 

Tagebuch Ltn. Sittig (Inf.Rgt. 8, 3. ID (mot.)) (Depositum Sittig) 
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4 Lemelsen diary courtesy of Dr J. Foerster.  Transcribed from the Suetterlinschrift by Frau Marianne 
Miethe.  Part from 10.6 – 1.9.41 transcribed by Felix Romer, a student of Dr. Foerster’s. 
5 Key portion of diary (5.-20.12.41) transcribed for me by Dr Christian v. Gyldenfeldt (Oberst a.D.); also in 
my possession:  26.9.-14.10.41; 6.-17.11.41; 20.12.41-14.4.42 (Note: J. Foerster (17.8.07):  “Also bei einer 
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N 19/9:  Nachlass von Weichs (Ostfeldzug 1941/42) 
N 51/2,3:  Nachlass Hoeppner. (“Die Operation auf Moskau,“ Berichte ueber dem 8.1.42, 
etc.) 
N 245 / 2,3:  Sammlung, Gen. H. Reinhardt (Briefe an seine Frau; Tagebuch) 
N 598/4:  Tagebuch Grossmann (Kdr. 6. ID)6 
N 664 / --:  Tagebuch Thilo (Op.Abt. des Heeres) (courtesy J. Foerster) 
N 671/8:  Tagebuch Richtofen (VII Fliegerkorps)7 
N 813:  Tagebuch Muenchhausen 1941 (courtesy J. Foerster)8 
 
R 14/4D: Tagebuch Chef d. Stabes der Heeresruestung (H. Ruest.) u. Befehlshaber des 
Ersatzheeres (BdE) (19.12.41-2.3.42) (Courtesy of J. Foerster)9 
 

RH 19 II/120-22:  KTB Hr.Gr.Mitte (Okt. – Dez. 41) 
RH 19 II/128,132-35,352,390: Anlagen zum KTB H.Gr.Mitte (22.6.-1.7.41 & Okt. - 
Dez. 41); Tagesmeldungen; Gefechtsberichte; Verlustliste; Kraeftestaerke; Beute-  
& Gefangenenzahlen; etc. 
 

RH 20-4 / 337:  “Kaempfe der 4. Armee im ersten Kriegsjahr gegen den Sowjet Union“ 
(22.6.41-22.6.42) 
RH 20-4 / 1199:  KTB AOK 4 (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 20-4 / 188,192:  Anlagen zum KTB AOK 4 (22.6.-1.7.41) 
 

RH 20-9 / 13b:  KTB AOK 9 (30.9.-31.12.41)10 
RH 20-9 / 16:  Ia KTB AOK 9 (25.8.-17.9.41)11 
RH 20-9 / 26:  Anlagen zum KTB AOK 9 (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 20-9 / 66:  “Die Winterschlacht von Rshev,” (9. AOK) 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                 
flüchtigen Überprüfung der beiden Texte - Original und Auszug - konnte ich sofort feststellen, dass der 
bekloppte Sohn [sic/nephew] alle wichtigen Verhandlungen auf höchster Ebene weggelassen hat. 
Außerdem muss es gleich in der erste Zeile des 5.12. 1.PzArmee(!) heissen!”  Dr Foerster’s reference is to 
portion of diary transcribed for me by Dr C. v. Gyldenfeld.  On 4 Dec 07, in San Diego (GSA conference), 
Juergen provided me copy (portions) of 1/1507 & 1/1508 (20.12.41-14.4.42)). 
6 Excerpts from Tgb from 24.4.41-19.4.42.  Portions transcribed for me by M. Miethe. 
7 Covers 27.9-31.12.41. 
8 Several pages transcribed for me by Christoph Nehring.  Entire document transcribed by M. Miethe  
(Jun 09). 
9 Key points: a) 19.12.41: 22.45 Uhr Anruf Oberstlt. v. Gyldenfeldt:  “Nach bisheriger Planung sollen 
ersetzt werden Gen.Oberst Halder durch General Jodl, General Jodl durch General v. Manstein, sobald 
letzterer in der Krim frei wird;” (4) b) 19.12.41 1.45 Uhr Fernspruch:  Tagesbefehl GFM v. Brauchitsch:  
“Tagesbefehl an das Heer.  Soldaten! . . .” (5); c) 23.12.41:  Vortrag des Chef H Ruest u. BdE beim 
Fuehrer:  (See text for details; fascinating discussion re:  strategies for increasing weapons production; need 
to dramatically raise Army’s allotments of raw materials, weapons production, etc., vis-à-vis Luftwaffe and 
Navy; efforts to raise additional troops; “Walkuere-Div.;” Hitler’s concern that new troops going to front 
have winter clothing; etc.) (18-26). 
10 I have section from 1.11.-31.12.41. 
11 Received from J. Foerster (Oct 11). 
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RH 21-2 / 244:  KTB Pz.AOK 212 
RH 21-2 / 876,927:  KTB Pz.AOK 2 / Pz.Gr. 2 (22.6.-1.7.41 & Battle of Moscow) 
RH 21-2 / 928: KTB Pz.AOK 2 / Pz.Gr. 2 (22.7.-20.8.41)13 
RH 21-2/ 910:  Pz.AOK 2 Stabschef (Liebenstein) Studie ueber die Schlacht bei Moskau 
 

RH 21-3 / 788:  KTB Pz.Gr. 3 (22.6.-1.7.41)14 
RH 21-3 / 43,732: Anlagen zum KTB Pz.AOK 3 (22.6.-1.7.41 & Gefechtsberichte           
Russland 41/42) 
 

RH 21-4 / 50,51:  KTB Pz.AOK 415 
RH 21-4 / 478:  Pz.AOK 4:  “Sturm bis vor Moskaus Tore.  Kampfe vom 14.10. –  
5. 12. 1941.” 
 

RH 24-23 / 68:  Anlagen zum KTB 23. AK (Gefechtsberichte, Verluste, etc.)  
RH 24-23/68: Bericht ueber den Verlauf der Kampfhandlungen der 253. I.D. vom  
9.-22.1.42… 
 

RH 26 - / “Berichte der 56. ID., 112. ID, 167. ID” 
RH 26-6 / 8:  KTB 6. ID (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 26-6 / --:  KTBer / Anlagen / Gefechtsberichte, 6. ID (Oct 41 – Mar 42)    

                                                 
12 I have section from 1.12.-26.12.41. 
13 Note: Received from J. Foerster (Oct 11). 
14 Note:  Detailed account of PzGr 3 operations during the first week of “Barbarossa.”  Highlights include:  
a) 22.6.41 9.30 Uhr:  “Die Herrschaft im Luftraum war nahezu voll am ersten Angriffstag erkaempft;”  
b) initial impressions of their Red Army opponent; c) problems advancing on poor roads, clogged w/ too 
many troops and vehicles (including foot infantry and Luftwaffe elements which disrupted advance of 
mechanized units on the Panzerstrassen; d) tank battles involving 7. PD, including on 22.6.41 “ihre 
schwerste Panzerschlacht seit Kriegsbeginn:” e) disagreements w/ H.Gr.Mitte over execution of the 
envelopment at Minsk; f) problems w/ vehicles/equipment:  “Der Funkverkehr war durch lange Maersche 
der Staebe haeufig stundenlang unterbrochen, neue franz. Geraete waren ausgefallen, da sie den Marsch auf 
den schlechten Wegen nicht aushielten;“ g) 25.6.41:  „Tempo des Vormarsches teils durch vereinzelten 
Feindwiderstand, vor allem aber durch die immer schlechter werdenden Wege ausserordentlich 
verlangsamt wird;“ h) 27.6.41:  Appears Gen. Hoth is paying closer attention to his orders from GFM v. 
Boch than is Guderian !; i) 28.6.41:  „7. PD wird von ihren Kolonnen abgeschnitten. . .“ (not infrequent 
occurance for „schnelle Verbaende“ in opening days of campaign; j) 28.6.41: „Bei 7. PD faellt der 
bewaehrte Kdr. des Pz.Rgt., Oberst Rothenburg, nach leichter Verwundung auf der Fahrt zum [HVP], die 
durch feindbesetztes Gelaende fuehrt;“ k) 28.6.41 20.30 Uhr: „Erfaehrt die Pz.Gr., dass um 1600 Uhr 
Minsk von 12. PD genommen worden ist;“ l) 28.6.41:  “20. PD hat den ganzen Tag ueber noch verbissene 
Bunkerkaempfe u. erleidet dabei staerkere Verluste;“ m) 29.6.41:  „Am Abend . . . hat 7. PD auch wieder 
Verbindung mit ihren rueckwaertigen Teilen, nachdem sie 48 Stunden abgeschnitten war u. sich nach allen 
Seiten hatte verteidigen muessen;“ n) 29.6.41: „Die Divisionen wurden mehrere Tage lang ausser von 
Sueden auch von Osten, Suedosten u. Norden angegriffen. Alle Angriffe konnten unter schweren Verlusten 
fuer den Feind abgwiesen werden, kein Russe hat die Front der Pz.Gr. durchbrochen, 20.000 Gefangene u. 
Ueberlaeufer (von letzteren allein nach einem Feuerschlag einer Neb.-Werf. Battr.  d:  600);“ o) 29.6.41:  
„Zweimal Tieffliegerangriffe auf den Gef.Std. der Pz.Gr., dabei 1 Toter, 3 Verwundete;“ p) 30.6.41:  Hoth 
and Guderian meet; war diary contains criticism of Guderian’s attempt to solve both assignments 
simultaneously – i.e., „Kesselschlacht“ at Minsk and continued drive east toward Dnieper crossings; 
Guderian’s failure to firmly close his part of the pocket results Red Army elements escaping to the SE  
(so notes the war diary); q) 1.7.41:  „Weitere 450 Russen sind am 1.7. nach dem ersten Feuerschlag einer 
Neb.-Werf. Battr. (d) uebergelaufen.“   
15 I have sections from 6.12.41-31.1.42. 
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RH 26-14 / --:  KTBer, etc., 14. ID (mot.) (Oct 41 – Mar 42)  
RH 26-29 / 6:  KTB 29. ID (mot.) (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 26-29 / 15:  Anlagen zum KTB 29. ID (mot.) (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 26-45 / 20:  KTB 45. ID (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 26-45 / 26-27:  Anlagen zum KTB 45. ID (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 26-78 / 26:  KTB 78. ID (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 26-78 / 27,30:  Anlagen zum KTB 78. ID (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 26-112 / 95:  “Taetigkeitsbericht Divisionartz,” (112. ID)  
RH 26-129 / 3:  KTB 129. ID (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 26-137 / 4:  KTB 137. ID (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 26-137 / 5:  Anlagen zum KTB 137. ID (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 26-256 / 12:  KTB 256. ID (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 26-292 / --:  KTBer/Anlagen/Gefechtsberichte, 292. ID (Oct 41 – Mar 42)  
RH 26-292 / 7:  KTB 292. ID (22.6.-1.7.41) 
 

RH 27-3 / --:  KTBer/Gefechtsberichte/etc., 3. PD (Oct 41 – Mar 42) 
RH 27-3 / 14:  KTB 3. PD (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 27-7 / 46:  KTB 7. PD (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 27-11 / --:  KTBer/etc., 11. PD (Oct 41 – Mar 42) 
RH 27-18 / 20:  KTB 18. PD (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 27-18 / 31-34,66:  Anlagen zum KTB 18. PD (22.6.-1.7.41) 
RH 27-18 / 69:  Gefechts- u. Kampfstaerken (10.41-3.42); Gefechtskalendar (18. PD) 
(20.10-13.12.41) 
 

RH 37 / 6332:  Tagebuch Olt Beck-Broichsitter (Inf.Rgt. “GD”) (Nov 41 – Jan 42) 
RH 37 / 6334:  Tagebuch Gefreiter Rehfeldt (8. (MG)/II./IRGD) (Dec 41 – Jan 42) 
 

RL 8 / 49:  “VIII Flieger-Korps Russland-Feldzug,” (Sep 41–Jan 42) (H.W. Deichmann) 
RL 12/214:  I./FlakRgt 38:  “Winterfeldzug vor Moskau,“ Taetigkeitsberichte, etc.  
(Okt.-Dez. 41) 
RL 12/454: Der Flakpanzerzug der II./FlakRgt 4: Erlebnisbericht 15.-25.1.42  
(Raum Rshew) 
RL 12/538:  Bericht ueber Einsatz des Flak Rgts 12 ab Nov 41 (Raum Kalinin) 
RL 12/539:  Gefechtsbericht II./FlakRgt 14 
RL 12/540:  II./FlakRgt 4:  Abwehrgefechte von Kalinin bis Rshew vom 5.12.41 bis 
25.1.42, etc. 
RL 200 / 17:  Tagebuch General von Waldau (Luftwaffe CofS) (Jun – Dec 41) 
 

RS 3-2 / 5:  Anlage zum KTB SS “Das Reich,” (22.6.-1.7.41) 
 
RW 2/ v. 145,149,153:  Wehrmachtuntersuchungsstelle: “Kriegsverbrechen der russ. 
Wehrmacht 1941/42“ 
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d.  Feldpost-Archiv Berlin: 
 

--Becker, Klaus (Flak Einheit / Hr.Gr.Mitte) -- Feldpostbriefe  
--Neuser, Uffz Walter (AR 59 / 23. ID) – Feldpostbriefe 
--Sartorio, H. (Pz.Pion.Btl. 98 / 18. PD) -- Feldpostbriefe 
 
 
e. Foerderverein „Militaermuseum Brandenburg-Preussen“ e.V.

16 
 

Eduard Kaumann Nachlass (IR 9 / 23. ID): 
 
--“Das Potdamer Inf.-Regiment 9 im Kampf um Moskau,” (signed by Genlt. Raegener,    
    former division commander, Feb. 1953, but Moritz believes Kaumann wrote it.) 
--“Kurzer Bericht ueber den bisherigen Einsatz des Inf.Rgts. 9 im Russlandfeldzug“                 
    (Inf.Rgt. 9/Abt. Ic) (18. Aug. 41) 
--Maps, etc. 
 
 
f.  Hoover Institute (Stanford University): 

 

--Tagebuchnotizen GFM Fedor v. Bock.  (22 Jun 41 – 5 Jan 42) (war diary of cdr 
Hr.Gr.Mitte). 
--Gisela Lauer Papers (Feldpostbriefe from K. Schrauder to his fiancee) 
--Hedwig Sellmann Papers (Feldpostbriefe from E. Vaupel to his mother)   
 
 
g.  Institute fuer Zeitgeschichte (IfZ) (Munich/Berlin): 
 
--MS 506:  R. Rupp (63. Pz.Gren.Rgt. / 17. PD) -- Feldpostbriefe17 
--MA 1621: „Gefechtsbericht ueber die Kampfhandlungen der 45. ID vom 5.12.-
17.12.41.“ (45. ID / Abt. Ia) (Courtesy of C. Hartmann)18 

                                                 
16 Kaumann Nachlass courtesy of Herrn Matthias W. Moritz, a member of the Foerderverein.  According  
to brochure:  “Seit 1999 existiert in Potsdam der Verein “Militaermuseum Brandenburg-Preussen”  
e.V. Ziel und Zweck des Vereins ist es, den Aufbau eines Museums zur Darstellung der 
brandenburgisch/preussischen Militaergeschichte zu befoerdern, dessen Standort Potsdam sein soll...Fuer 
das geplante Museum sammelt der Verein militaerhistorische Gegenstaende, Ausruestungsstuecke, Bilder 
u. Dokumente...“ 
17 Christoph Nehring has transcribed portions of the Rupp FPB for me.  These FPB had been recopied by 
Uffz Rupp’s wife in Suetterlinschrift. 
18 Note: Very useful study of first two-weeks of withdrawal of 45. ID. Die Verluste von 5.-17.12.41 
betrugen: 233 Gefallene u. 232 Vermisste, 567 Verwundete, die auf Schlitten unter schwierigsten Verhaelt-
nissen mitgefuehrt worden waren. Die materiellen Verluste betrugen: 76 l.MG, 41 s.MG, 13 l.Gr.W.,  
8 s.Gr.W., 40 le.Pak, 4 m.Pak, 7 le.I.G., 2 s.I.G., 22 le.F.H., 2 s.F.H., 355 besp.Fahrzeuge, 440 Lkw., 281 
Pkw., 469 Kraeder.  Alle Waffen, die, weil unbeweglich, dem Feind uberlassen warden mussten, waren 
zerstoert worden. (Note:  Division lost 50% of its Zollstaerke of 48 artillery pieces during this two week 
period.) (pp 82-83) State of Div. Nov-Dec 41: a) 45. ID war Anfang Nov 41 ueber Fatesh in die 
Winterausgangsstellung suedosw. Maloarchangelsk vormarschiert (etwa 150 km Marsch).  Der Vormarsch 
[nach Jelez] wurde am 24.11.41 befohlen  Die Anordnung des Vorstosses nach Jelez u. zum Don beruhte 
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h.  Militaergeschichtliches Forschungsamt (MGFA): 

 

“Verteidigung an der OKA:  das LIII Armeekorps im Rahmen der 2. Pz. Armee vom  
Dez. 41 bis Jan. 42,”  (Bearb. von Oberstlt. H.P. Stein) 
 
“Ohne Ruecksicht auf Verluste:  Die ‘Walkuere-Divisionen als letzte Aushilfe in der  
Krise im Mittelabschnitt der Ostfront im Winter 1941/42: Dargestellt am Beispiel der 
330. I.D. an Hand von Dokumenten u. Kriegstagebuechern,” (unpubl. manuscript by 
Gunther Rathke, 1995)19 
 
“Arbeitsmaterialien zum Beispiel OKA,” (series of reports/primary documents addressing 
winter fighting near Moscow) 
 
 
i. National Archives & Records Administration (NARA): 

 

T-77 RG 77 / Army Map Service 6203 (Moscow area / 1: 2,000,000) 
 

                                                                                                                                                 
u.a. auf der Feindbeurteilung, dass der Russe keine kampfkraeftigen Truppen mehr habe. Diese Feind-
beurteilung hatte sich in den ersten Dezembertagen als nicht zutreffend herausgestellt: Der zuerst nicht 
nennenswerte Feindwiderstand hatte allmaehlich zugenommen u. war bei Jelez stark: IR 135 hatte hier 
beim ersten (vergeblichen) Handstreich auf die Stadt bedeutende Verluste; b) Vor allem fuehrte der Russe 
immer staerkere Kraefte in die offene Flanke der 45. ID; rollende russ. Luftangriffe zehrten seit Tagen 
stark an der Gefechtskraft der Truppe, eigene Luftstreitkraefte oder Bodenabwehr wurden trotz wieder-
holter Bitten der Div. nicht eingesetzt, auch keine Luftaufklaerung gesehen, die angesichts der sehr tiefen 
offenen Flanke von der Div. staendig erbeten worden war. (1-2); c) lack of supplies, see, p 2; d) der harte 
Frost, der alle Wege zu holprigen Sturzaeckern erstarren liess, verursachte Fahrzeug- u. Waffenausfaelle:  
Achsen, Raeder u. anderes Geraet zersprangen in der Kaelte wie Glass (2); e) Im Laufe des Vormarsches u. 
der Angriffe hat sich seit Ueberschreiten des Tim am 26.11.41 bis in Gegend suedlich Jelez eine tiefe offene 
Flanke gebildet.  Die 95. ID als rechter Nachbar war zunaechst ueberhaupt nicht mit angetreten. . . Spaeter 
ging sie, auf die dauernden Bitten der 45. ID u. nach Unterstellung der 95. ID unter das Hoeh.Kdo.34 mit 
unzureichenden Kraeften vor, hing aber weit ab.  Verbindung zu ihr konnte ausser durch Funk wegen des 
Betriebsstoffmangels nicht aufgenommen werden.  Diese offene Flanke konnte die Div. gegen den aktiven 
Feind nicht ausreichend sichern u. aufklaeren, zumal die mot. Einheiten haeufig unbeweglich waren, da, 
wie geschildert, kein Betriebsstoff herankam; f) lack of winter clothing (3); g) Die Div. befand sich in einer 
Lage, die den Div.Kdr. mit umso ernsterer Besorgnis erfuellte, als die letzten Reserven ausgegeben waren. 
(3); h) Auftrag fuer 5.12.41:  Angriff auf Jelez. (See additional notes in 45. ID division file for details on 
period from 5.-17.12.41.)      
19 Note: Fascinating account of the 330. ID in Russia in early 1942. This was one of the so-called 
“Walkuere” Divisions, hurled into the cauldron of the Eastern Front to help plug the gaps following Soviet 
counteroffensive.  There were four (4) total of these divisions (all employed in central sector?).  330. ID 
had originally been intended for duty as a “Besatzungstruppe” in Denmark; “nach nur 8taegiger 
Ausbildung nach dem Osten verladen.”  Division very poorly trained, equipped and outfitted w/ personnel 
(very few personnel have combat experience; see text for details). Inserted in “Abschnitt Demidow;” 
subordinated to 59. AK (3. PzArmee) and immediately thrown into battle.  Results are catastrophic:  From 
1.-5. Feb 42 division suffers 782 losses (KIA, wounded, sick).  Most high-ranking officers (rgt.- and btl. 
commanders become casualties very quickly; officers in general lack experience to put their orders into 
practice; men panic at sight of enemy tanks, etc. 
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T-78 / 200:  “Erfahrungsberichte ueber den Winterkrieg (1942),” (detailed reports from 
5. PD, 7. ID, 35. ID, 78. ID, 87. ID, 197. ID, 252 ID, IX AK, XX AK) 
T-354 / 121:  KTBer / Anlagen SS-Rgt. “Deutschland”  (SS Div. “Das Reich”) 
 
 
j.  Staats- u. Personenstandsarchiv Detmold:

20
 

 

--2.1:  Das Infanterie-/Grenadier-/Volksgrenadier-Regiment Nr. 18: 
  

 D 107/56 Nr. 04:  Regimentsgeschichte 1941/42 

 D 107/56 Nr. 10:  Die Zeit der Wehrmacht:  Russlandfeldzug (1941/1942) 
 D 107/56 Nr. 11: Die Zeit der Wehrmacht:  Russlandfeldzug, Die Schlachten 

 um Rshew (1942) 
 D 107/56 Nr. 14: Darstellungen ehemaliger Regimentsangehoeriger 1952-

 1988.   
 
 
III. Foreign Military Studies (FMS) / Dept of Army Pamphlets:21 
 

D-034:  “Diseases of Men and Horses Experienced by the Troops in Russia.”  
Dr Erich Rendulic.  1947. 
 
D-035:  “The effect of extreme cold on weapons, wheeled vehicles and track vehicles.”  
Dr Rendulic.  1947. 
 
D-036:  “The Fighting Qualities of the Russian Soldiers.”  Dr Rendulic.  1947. 
 
D-054:  “War Experiences in Russia.  Chapter IV:  Kirov and the 40-km. Gap…”   
Genlt. Walter von Unruh.  1947  (addresses withdrawal of 4th Army) 
 
D-055:  “War Experiences in Russia.  Chapter III:  KALUGA and the 80-km. Gap.”  
Genlt. Walter von Unruh.  1947.  (addresses right wing of 4th Army in Dec 41) 
 
D-073:  “Rocket Projectors in the Eastern Theater.”  Genmaj. Ernst Graewe.  1947 
 
D-078: “Winter Fighting of 253d Infantry-Division in the Rzhev Area 1941/42.”   
Gen Otto Schellert.  1947. 
 
D-098:  “Horse Diseases during the Eastern Campaign (1941-45).”  Dr Maximilian 
Betzler.  1947. 
 

                                                 
20 I visited archive in Dec 06. Documents include FPB, Gefechtsberichte, Gefechts- u. Verpflegungsstaerke, 
etc.  All documents concern IR 18 / 6. ID. “D” numbers are file numbers. 
21 Most of these FMS studies received from the U.S. Army’s Military History Institute, Carlisle Barracks, 
PA.  Several FMS studies are also listed among the holdings of the Karlsruhe Document Collection (KDC) 
of the Air Force Historical Research Agency (AFHRA).  See above.   
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D-102:  “Protection of the Lines of Communication in the East.”  Gustav von 
Bechtolsheim.  1947. 
 
D-130:  “Second Army Gets out of the Mud.”  Gen Gustav Harteneck.  1947. 
 
D-137:  “Winter Battles of Rzhev, Vyazma, and Yukhnov, 1941-42.”  Gen Oberst Otto 
Dessloch.  1947. 
 
D-184:  “Winter Campaign 1941-42:  Campaign of 255. ID East & South of Temkino 
(Dec 41 – Apr 42).”  Genlt. Walter F. Poppe.  1947. 
 
D-187:  “The Capture of Smolensk by the 71st Motorized Inf. Rgt. on 15 Jul 41.”   
Genlt Wilh. Thomas.  1947.  
 
D-221:  “An Artillery Rgt. On the Road to Moscow (Jun – Dec 41).”  Genmaj. Gerhard 
Grassmann.  1947. 
 
D-237:  “XXIII Corps (Oct 41 – Mar 42).”  Oberstlt. Dietrich Lemcke.  (Supply in 
Russia, particularly by air) 
 
D-240:  “Advance and Battles of the 110. Inf.-Div. within framework of Ninth Army… 
Jun to Nov 41.”  Genmaj. Heinz Gaede.  1947. 
 
D-247:  “German Preparations for the Attack against Russia (The German Build-up East 
of Warsaw).”  Genlt. Curt Cuno.  1947.  (17. PD crossing the Bug on 22 Jun 41) 
 
D-253:  “Antitank Defense in the East.”  Genlt. Erich Schneider.  1947.  (Lessons from 
the combat in autumn 1941) 
 
D-272:  “Das Inf.-Rgt. 488 in der Wjasma-Schlacht 2.-11.Okt.41.”  Wilhelm Koehler.  
1954. 
 
D-285: “The 35th Inf.-Div. Between Moscow & Gzhatsk (Dec 41 – Apr 42).”   
Gen Rudolf v. Roman.  1947. 
 
D-289: “The 547th Inf.-Rgt. Advance & Fighting under Winter Conditions  
(Jan – Mar 42).”  Genmaj. Karl Becher.  1947. 
 
P-039:  “March and Traffic Control of Panzer Divisions w/ Special Attention to 
Conditions in Soviet Russia…”  Burkhart Mueller-Hillebrand, et al.  1949. 
 
P-040:  “Tank Repair Service in the German Army.”  B. Mueller-Hillebrand, et al.  1951. 
 
P-041a: “Organization of the Army High Command.”  B. Mueller-Hillebrand.  1948. 
 
P-052:  “Combat in Russian Forests and Swamps.”  Hans v. Greiffenberg.  1951. 
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P-059:  “German Tank-Strength and Loss Statistics.”  B. Mueller-Hillebrand.  1950. 
 
P-062:  “Frostbite Problems in the German Army during World War II.”  Genmaj. Alfred 
Toppe.  n.d. (?) 
 
P-107:  “Stellungs- u. Abwehrkaempfe eines mot. Gren. Rgts. im Winter 41/42 an der 
OKA…”  (author / date?) 
 
P-119:  “Transportation of Replacements by Post Office Busses to Eastern Front in 
Winter 41/42.”  Hermann Hans Guenther Keil.  1954. 
 
P-190:  “Verbrauchs- u. Verschleissaetze waehrend der Operationen der deutschen. 
Heeresgruppe Mitte (Jun – Dec 41).”  Genmaj. Alfred Toppe, et al.  1953. 
 
P-201:  “Personal Diary Notes of the G-4 of the German 9th Army, Aug 41 to Jan 42.”  
Genmaj.  Josef Windisch.  1953. 
 
T-6:  “Eastern Campaign, 1941-42.  (Strategic Survey).”  Genlt. Adolf Heusinger.  1947. 
 
T-7:  “Comments on Russian Railroad and Highways.”  Genlt. Max Bork.  1953. 
 
T-28:  “Battle of Moscow (41-42).”  Gen. Hans v. Greiffenberg, et al.  n.d.  (Greiffenberg 
was Stabschef of Hr.Gr.Mitte) 
 

T-34:  “Terrain Factors in the Russian Campaign.”  Multiple authors.  1950. 
 
Dept of Army Pamphlet 20-201:  “Military Improvisions During the Russian Campaign.”  
1951. 
 
Dept of Army Pamphlet 20-230:22  “Russian Combat Methods in World War II.” 
 
Dept of Army Pamphlet 20-233:  “German Defense Tactics against Russian 
Breakthroughs.”  1951. 
 
Dept of Army Pamphlet 20-240:  “Rear Area Security in Russia:  The Soviet Second 
Front…” 
 
Dept of Army Pamphlet 20-244:  “The Soviet Partisan Movement:  1941-44.”  1956.  
Edgar M. Howell. 
 

                                                 
22 This is one of the better reports (prepared by Gen. Erhard Raus, et al.) addressing the Soviet war machine 
among the 16 pamphlets produced as part of the German Report Series (which was part of the U.S. Army 
Historical Division’s German FMS program).  (Note:  The pamphlets in the German Report Series were 
considered the most critical and to have the most practical use to contemporary U.S. Army and civilian 
leaders at the time.) 
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Dept of Army Pamphlet 20-261a:  “The German Campaign in Russia—Planning and 
Operations (1940-42).”  George E. Blau.  1955. 
 
Dept of Army Pamphlet 20-269:  “Small Unit Actions during the German Campaign in 
Russia.”  
 
CMH Publication 104-6:  “Effects of Climate on Combat in European Theater.” 
 
CMH Publication 104-7:  “German Tank Maintenance in World War II.”  Mueller-
Hillebrand, et al.   
 
CMH Publication 104-22:  “Small Unit Actions during the German Campaign in Russia.” 
 
 
IV. Unit Histories / Manuscripts / Bildbaende (pub./unpub.):23 
 
Die Aufklaerer (Rf.1, K4, PzAA24) der 1. Kavallerie-Division/24. Panzer-Division.  
Hubertus Schulz (et.al.).  1993. 
 
Geschichte des Reiter-Regiments 1.  Teil II:  1939 – 1941.  Dietrich Kuehn. n.d.   
(1. Kav.-Div.) 
 

Die 24. Panzer-Division vormals 1. Kavallerie-Division:  1939-45.  Dr. F.M. v. Senger u. 
Etterlin.  1962. 
 
Unser Regiment.  Reiter-Rgt. 2 – Pz.-Rgt. 24.  Gert-Axel Weidemann.  1983. (2. Auflage) 
(1. Kav.-Div.) 
 

Erinnrungen I:  Ritter, Reiter, Russen.  Hans Ludwig von Stockhausen. 2003.  
(1. Kav.-Div.) 
 

3. Infanterie-Division 3. Infanterie-Division (mot.)…”  Gerhard Dieckhoff.  1960. 
 
Geschichte der rheinisch-westfaelischen 6. Inf.-Div. 1939-45.  Horst Grossmann.  1958. 
 
Das Rheinisch-Westfaelische Infanterie-/Grenadier-Regiment 18, 1921-1945.  Nach 

Tagebuechern, Briefen u. Berichten zusammengestellt von Ernst-Martin Rhein.  1993 
(Courtesy of author / veteran of 6. ID) 
 

La Guerre a l’est.  August Kageneck.  1998 & 2002.  (IR 18 / 6. ID)24 
 

                                                 
23 Note:  Infantry divisions / units listed first in numerical order; followed by Panzer divisions / units. 
24 August Kageneck (deceased) had brother (Leutnant) who served in IR 18 and was killed in Dec. 41.  
Portions of this book has been translated for me from French to German by Ms Olivia Schulze, 
granddaughter of Herr Guenter Schulze (former O.O. beim Kdr., 18. PD) 
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“Der Marsch- u. Einsatzweg der III./AR 6 vom 23.3.1941 bis 18.1.1942,” 
zusammengestellt im Sommer 1942 von Lt. Kleine, NO der III./AR 6 (courtesy of H.-J. 
Dismer) (6. ID) 
 
Regimentsrundbriefe Nr. 19,50,51,52,58. Traditionsverband des 37. Inf.-Rgts. (6. ID) 
(Courtesy of Herr Guenter Wegmann  [Geschaeftsfuehrer des Traditionsverbands] and 
Heinrich Stockoff (No. 19 only). 
 
Das Pionier-Bataillon 6 im Feldzug gegen Russland 1941-1945.25  Dr. Hellmuth Voss.  
1976.  (6. ID)  (Courtesy of Wolfgang Langer) 
 
Geschichte des Fsch. MG-Btl. und des Fsch. Gr.Werferbtl.1 1940-1945. Guenther 
Klitzing (Excerpts from / Courtesy of F. Strienitz)26 
 

Chronik der 7. Infanterie-Division.  Wilhelm Hertlein.  1984. 
 
Der Krieg der Infanterie.  Emanuel Selder.  (62. Inf.-Rgt. / 7. Inf.-Div.) 
 
Geschichte der 10. Division 1933-45.  August Schmidt.  1963.  
 
Geschichte des 11. (Saechs.) Inf.-Rgts., spaeteren Inf.-Rgts. 11 und Gren.-Rgts. 11 von 

1918-1945.  n.d. (14. ID (mot.)) 
 

Kurzgefasste Geschichte des Leipziger Inf.Rgts. 11.  Vortrag von Dr. Wolfgang Rust bei 

der Mitgliederversammlung des Vereins “Saechsische Militaergeschichte e.V.” am 19. 

September 1998…”  (14. ID (mot.)) 
 
Kurzgeschichte des I.R. 53 (mot.)) (14. ID (mot.)) (author unknown; courtesy of Guenter 
Werner).27  
 

67. Inf.-Rgt. (23. ID).  (excerpts from in-house history) 
 
Zwischen Gehorsam u. Gewissen.  Richard v. Weizsaecker u. das Inf.-Rgt. 9 [23. ID], 
Mainhardt Graf v. Nayhauss-Cormons, 1994. 
 
Knecht Wolfgang & Hocker, Rolf, Geschichte des Infanterie-Regiments 77:  1936-1945.  
(26. ID)  1964 (von Hocker bearbeitet 1996).  Kameradschafliche Vereinigung des ehm. 
I.R. 77.  (Courtesy of W. Vollmer) 
 

                                                 
25 Compilation of materials, including manuscript prepared by Lt Voss in 1943; KTB 2./Pi.Btn 6/6.ID, 
from Jun – Dec 41, etc. 
26 Unit in question is:  Fallsch. MG Batl. 7 of the verstaerktes Sturmregiment.  It was a Luftwaffe unit of 
(Flieger-Division 7) that fought alongside 6. ID in early 1942. 
27 Note: G. Werner found this document at the Stadtarchiv Naumburg (Verfasser unbekannt). Title 
(Kurzegeschichte) is that used by Werner. 
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Vom Regiment “von Luetzow” zum Inf.-Rgt. 78—Geschichte eines rheinischen Regiments 

aus Aachen.  (26. ID) (courtesy of August Meyer) 
 

29. Inf.-Div. 29. Inf.-Div. (mot.)…Falke-Verband.  1960. 
 
Die 29. Falke-Division 1936-1945.  Franz Goette & Herbert Peiler.  n.d. 
 
Infanterie im Ostfeldzug 1941/42.  Friedrich Hossbach, Gen. a. D.  1951.  (Inf.-Rgt. 82 / 
31. Inf.-Div.)28 
 
Das Inf.-Rgt. 12 (3. Folge von 1933-45):  Sein Kriegsschicksal im Verbande der 31. 

(Loewen-) Division.  Albert Bollmann, et al.  (31. Inf.-Div.) 
 
Der Osten Blieb Unser Schicksal 1939-1945:  Panzerjaeger im 2. Weltkrieg.  Dr Erich 
Bunke.  1991.  (Pz.Jaeg.Abt. 31 / 31. Inf.-Div.) 
 

34. Infanterie-Division:  Einsatz- u. Gefechtsuebersicht 1939-45.  Heinz Schulz.  1954. 
 
Die 35. Inf.-Div. im 2. Weltkrieg 1939-45.  Hans Baumann.  1964. 
 
Die 35. Infanterie-Division—1939-1945.  No author listed.   n.d. (ca. 2004) 
 

Geschichte der 3. Kompanie des Infanterie-Regiments 109 im Krieg 1939 – 1945.   
Alfred Gutenkunst.  1991 (gift from E. Dihlmann) 
 
Die 11. Kompanie des Infanterie-Regiments 109 vom 20. Nov 40 bis 10. Jan 42.   
Alfred Gutenkunst.  1988.  (courtesy of author) 
 
Geschichte der 1. (Fernsprech) - Kompanie der Nachrichtenabteilung 35 (der 35. ID).   
Erich Dihlmann.  1990s.  (courtesy of author) 
 

Rueckzug vor Moskau Winter 41/42:  Aus der Geschichte der 36. Inf.-Div. (mot.) 6.12.41 

– 23.1.42.  Alexander Conrady.  1974. 
 

“Vorstoss und Kampf um Kalinin der 36. Inf.Div. (mot.),” bearbeitet durch 36. Inf.Div. 
(mot.), Abteilung Ic (Privatbesitz / courtesy of J. Foerster) 
 

Mein Weg mit der 45. Inf.-Div.  Rudolf Gschoepf.  1955. 
 

Geschichte der 56. Inf.-Div.:  1938-45.  Arbeitskreis der Division.  n.d. 
 

                                                 
28 Note:  See my notes (6 pp) gleaned from Hossbach’s book, mostly addressing conditions, fighting, 
losses, etc. in fall/winter 1941/42.  Lots of terrific details on peculiar conditions of winter fighting, for 
example. Also detailed account of the final attack of elements of 31. ID in Tula sector on 5.12.41.  
(Notes located in 31. ID/82. IR “Hossbach” file.)  
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Das Buch der 78. Sturm Division.  Kameradenhilfswerk der 78. Sturmdivision, e.V.  
1955.  
 

Die 78. Inf.- u. Sturm-Div.:  Eine Dokumentation in Bildern.  No author listed.  n.d.  
 
Die 78. Infanterie- und Sturm-Division 1938-1945.  Fritz Vetter.  n.d. 
 

Der Ostfeldzug:  28.VI.1941 – 4.XI.1943.  Der 86. Rhein-Westf. Inf.-Div.  ca. 1962  
(no author listed) (courtesy of Helmut Bruenger) 
 

Der Weg der 87. Inf.-Div.  Hermann Oehmichen, et al.  1969. 
 
Das Kriegstagebuch der 87. Infanterie-Division.  Traditionsgemeinschaft der ehem. 87. 
Inf.-Div., n.d. 
 
Kampf u. Untergang der 95. Inf.-Div.  Karl Knoblauch.  2008. 
 
Kampf u. Ende der Fraenkisch-Sudetendeutschen 98. Inf.-Div.  Martin Gareis.  1956. 
 
Wir waren dabei—Die 240er (IR 240 / 106. ID). Heinz Spenner. n.d. (courtesy of  
W. Vollmer) 
 

Der Kampf des I.R. 240 im Osten 26.6.41 – 20.4.42.  Obstlt. Ringenberg (106. ID).  
Prepared in Jul 42 (courtesy of W. Vollmer) 
 

Infanterie-Regiment 241 1940-1944.  August Meyer, et al.  (106. ID)  (Verlag 
Kameradschaftliche Vereinigung des ehem. Rgts. 77.) 1999 (Courtesy of Aloys 
Gassmann) 
 

Geschichte der 110. Inf.-Div.  Ernst Beyersdorff.  1965. 
 
Halten oder Sterben.  Heinrich Boucsein.  1998.  (129. Inf.-Div. in Russia 41-45) 
 
Im Zeichen des Schwertes: Erinnerungen an den Weg der 131. Inf.-Div.   
Wilhelm Blankenhagen.  1982. 
 
Die 137. Inf.-Div. im Mittelabschnitt der Ostfront.  Wilhelm Meyer-Detring.  1962. 
 
Unser Einsatz im West und Ost:  1939-45.  Traditions-Gemeinschaft der 197. Inf.-Div.  
(Willi Nickel) 
 
Vom Kampfverband zur Traditionsgemeinschaft:  50 Jahre 197. Inf.-Div.  Traditions-
Gemeinschaft der 197. Inf.-Div.  (Willi Nickel, et al.) 
 
Taten u. Schicksal der…197. Infanterie-Division (Gedaechtnisstuetze).  F.W. Kueppers.  
n.d. (booklet) 
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197. Inf.-Div. Bilderheft.  1943.  (in:  BfZ Stuttgart / Weltkriegbucherei) 
 
Errinerungsbuch der 215. Inf.-Div.  Walter Schelm, et al.  (2000 reprint of 1955 book)   
 
Geschichte der 252. Inf.-Div.  W. Melzer.  Bad Nauheim.  1960. 
 
252. Inf.-Div. 1939-45:  Der Weg der Eichenlaub-Div. 1939-45 in Bildern.  Such- u. 
Hilfsgemeinschaft der Div. 
 

253. Inf.-Div.  Weg u. Ende einer rheinisch-westfaelischen Division im Osten 1941-45.  
C. Frhr. v. Boenninghausen.  Coesfeld.  1972.  (unpublished manuscript) 
 
Kampf u. Ende  rheinisch-westfaelischer Infanterie-Divisionen an der Ostfront.  C. Frhr. 
v. Boenninghausen.  Coesfeld.  1980.  (unpublished manuscript) 
 
“Menschenmaterial”:  Deutsche Soldaten an der Ostfront.  Christoph Rass.  2003.  
(sociological study of 253. Inf.-Div.) 
 

Der Gruene Rgt.:  Der Weg der 256. Inf.-Div. aus der Sicht des Rgts. 481.  Barbara Selz.  
1970. 
 
Geschichte der 258. Inf.-Div.  Vico v. Rieben & H.J. Pflanz.  1978. 
 

Die 260. Inf.-Div. 1939-44.  Werner Haupt.  1970. 
 
Die 260. Infanterie-Division—1939-1944.  No author listed.  n.d. (ca. 2004) 
 

Bug Moskwa Beresina—Der Weg eines bespannten Art.-Rgt…Dr Rolf Hinze. 1978.   
(AR 267 / 267. Inf.-Div.) 
 
Gefechtsberichte IR 488/499, etc. (268. ID) (courtesy of Konrad Distler)29 
 

Die 290. Inf.-Div. 1940-45.  Josef Bauer, et al.  Eigenverlag.  1960. 
 
290. Infanterie-Division:  Chronik in Bildern.  Heinrich Behrens.  Selbsverlag.  1970. 
 
Die 292. Infanterie-Division.  Guenther Nitz.  1957. 
 

Tagebuch:  I./I.R. 509 & I./I.R. 507.  Batl.-Schreiber Ofw. Jakubowski.  (292. Inf.-Div.) 
(personal diary prepared “an Ort u. Stelle”)30 
 

                                                 
29 Note:  K. Distler’s uncle had served with 260 ID (11./IR 480).  Killed in Nov 41. 
30 Note:  This and following half-dozen entries re: 292. ID prepared by former division members and 
provided to author by Rudolf Mobius (of 292. ID).  They are all unpublished. 



 19 

“Feldzug gegen Russland…”  Leutnant J. Hahn (AR 292 / 292. Inf.-Div)  (Feldpostbriefe 
u. Erinnerungen) 
 
“Krieg gegen Russland (21 Jun – 2 Okt 41).”  Genlt. a.D. Dehmel.  (He was cdr of  
292. Inf.-Div.)   
 

“Ganze Batterie Feuer.”  Leut. der Artillerie Guenther Nitz.  (292. Inf.-Div.) 
 
Artillerie Regiment 292 (KTB Nr. 2:  1 Jan – 31 Dez 42).  (292. Inf.-Div.) 
 
Erlebnisberichte (misc.) (292. Inf.-Div.) 
 
Nachrichtenaufklaerung.  Jun – Sep 41.  V.D. Heydorn.  (292.  Inf.-Div.)  (letters, post-
war narrative) 
 

Bildband zur 292. Inf.-Div. 1940-45.  Andreas Altenburger.  2003. 
 
“Die Truppe u. der Weg des Inf. – (Grenadier) Rgts. 521 der 296. ID, 1940-44.“   
(Autor = „K.H.“) (Courtesy of C. Hartmann)31 
 
„Rueckblick u. Erinnerung an den Einsatz der 296. ID im Osten aus der Sicht des  
II./IR 521.“  (Autor = „K.H.“) (Courtesy of C. Hartmann)32 

                                                 
31 Note:  The 296. ID began “Barbarossa” as component of H.Gr.Sued.  Appears that by late Oct 41 it was 
in transit to von Weich’s 2. Armee.  In late Nov-Dec 41, served w/ Guderian’s 2. Pz Armee.  In Dec 41, its 
IR 521 in following sectors:  “Sicherung an der Upa . . . Ausweichbewegungen auf die Oka . . . Kaempfe 
zwischen Plawa u. Oka; Winterstellung an der Oka . . . Erbitterte Kaempfe um Brueckenkopf u. Stadt 
Belew.  Unterstuetzung durch Btl.Braeutigam (2.Kp. mit je 50 Mann), Teile der 4. PD, A.R. 296, Pi.296, 
Pz.Jaeger Abt. 296 u. I./Fla Rgt. 11.  Letztere stand mit 32 2cm u. 8 8.8 cm Kanonen an erhoehten 
Ostufer der Stadt Belew feuerbereit. . .  Am 31.12.1941 heftige Kaempfe im Nordteil der Stadt. Nah-
kaempfe um die Beherrschung der die Stadt quer durchziehenden, langen Schluchten.“  Belew evacuated 
that night. 1.1.1942:  “Der Div.-Kdr. Gen.-Maj. Stemmermann verabschiedet sich beim Regiment.  Sein 
Gesundheitszustand war nach seiner Verwundung am 1.8.1941 bei dem Kaempfen . . . zunaechst den 
harten Anforderungen des Winterfeldzuges nicht mehr gewachsen.“  Jan-Feb 42: „Abwehrkaempfe an  
der Wyra, suedwestlich Belew.“ 23.1.42: „Btls.-Adjutant [beim III./IR 521] . . . meldet eine Frontstaerke 
von 250 Offz., Uffz., Mannsch. Winterbekleidung laeuft an. Mangel an Sprengmaterial zum Bau von 
Stellungen u. Unterkuenfte, Schanzzeug u. Grabenoefen, Verpflegung knapp.“ 5.2.42:  “Frontstaerke des 
III./IR 521:  1 Offz., 10 Uffz., 28 Mannsch.”  20.2.42:  “Durch eingetroffenen Ersatz wird III. Btn. wieder 
bedingt einsatzbereit.“ Mar 42: „Der neu bezogene Kampfraum [IR 521] ist huegelig. . . Die Doerfer [long 
list of villages named] wurden mit vereinten Kraeften als Stuetzpuenkte ausgebaut.  Die HKL verlaueft . . . 
Auch diese z.T. sehr unuebersichtliche Stellung hat eine Abschnittsbreite von rund 20km, sodass Besetzung 
der HKL u. oertliche Reserven nur schwach.  Die Gefechtsstaerken der Kp. betragen durchschnittlich  
50 Mann.”     
32 Note:  This account by “K.H.” a soldier in IR 521 (296. ID) offers a quite graphic account of his 
battalion’s retreat in Dec 41.  “K.H.” appears to have served in a signals unit (Fernsprecher).  Key points:  
a) division enjoyed  “schoene Tage” in France – Kuestenschuzt beiderseits Duenkirchen – until transferred 
to east ca Apr 41; b) In Russia, division initially w/ H.Gr.Sued (captured Kiev on 19 Sep 41, then 
transferred to H.Gr.Mitte); c) Oct 41: Division clearing massive forests east of the Desna (Bryansk 
sector?); d) Nov 41:  author’s battalion takes part in “Panzerzugunternehmen” (two trains / one armored) 
deep into Soviet territory as far as Kursk (detailed account, runs several pp); e) Vormarsch weiter  
nach Maloarchangelsk (no date); f) Dec 41: Tula sector at start of month (near Fodorowka on the Oka);  
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(IR 480 / 260. ID)59 
 
Weller, Horst, 1678 Tage bei der 87. Infanterie-Division.  2002. 
 
Werth, Alexander, Moscow War Diary.  1942. 
 
Wijers, Hans (ed.), Sturmgeschuetz-Abt./Bde. 210: Tagebuchaufzeichnungen und 
Erinnerungen von ehem. Angehoerigen.  1997 (self-published). 
 

                                                 
58 According to Dermot Bradley (as of 1986), this is the best biographie of Guderian. 
59 Transcriptions prepared by M. Miethe. 
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Wijers, Hans (ed.), “…als Panzerfahrer 7000 Kilometer im Sturmgeschuetz…”  
Kriegserlebnisse von Uffz. H. Engel, Ritterkreuztraeger in der Sturmgeschuetz-Bde 660 / 

259.  1997 (self-published). 
 
Wijers, Hans (ed.), Einsatz der Sturmgeschuetz Brigade 276 in Ost- und Westpreussen 
1944/45:  Nach Tagebuchaufzeichnungen von Alfred Regeniter.  (AR / 255. ID)  2003 
(self-published).   
 
Will, Otto, Mit der 5. Panzer-Division an der Ostfront 1941-1945.  (1995; revised 2005) 
(self-published, Feb 06; courtesy of author)60 
 
Will, Otto, Tagebuch eines Ostfront-Kaempfers. Mit der 5. PD im Einsatz 1941-45.  
2010.  (Courtesy of author).61 
 
Woche, Klaus-R., Zwischen Pflicht und Gewissen.  Generaloberst Rudolf Schmidt 1886 – 
1957.  2002. 
 
Yerger, Mark, SS-Obersturmbannfuehrer Otto Weidinger:  Knight’s Cross w/ Oakleaves 
and Swords, SS-Pz.Gren.Rgt 4 Der Fuehrer.  2000. 
 
 
VI. Feldpostbriefe (published collections / misc. unpublished):62 
 

“Menschen im Krieg, Bejahung – und Widerstand,” (Auszuege aus der Sammlung v. 
Feldpostbriefen im Landeshauptarchiv Koblenz), in: Jahrbuch fur westdt. 

Landesgeschichte.  1987. 
 
Ich will raus aus diesem Wahnsinn:  Deutsche Briefe von der Ostfront, 1941-45 aus 

sowjet. Archiven.  Peter Hammer Verlag.  1991.  (editor?) 
 

Das Echolot—Barbarossa ’41:  Ein kollektives Tagebuch.  Albrecht Knaus Verlag.  
2001. (editor?) 
 
True to Type:

63
  A Selection from Letters and Diaries of German Soldiers and Civilians 

collected on the Soviet-German Front.  Hutchinson & Co. Ltd, London, etc., n.d. 
 
Baehr, Walter & Hans, Kriegsbriefe gefallener Studenten 1939-45.  1952. 
 
Buchbender, O., et al., Das Andere Gesicht des Krieges:  Deutsche Feldpostbriefe 1939-
1945.  1982. 
                                                 
60 Note:  Also have earlier, unpublished version of his memoirs.  
61 Note:  After decades of trying, Otto finally got his book published by Pour le Merite!  
62 Note:  Unpublished Feldpostbriefe gleaned from archival collections are listed above in Section II, under 
the appropriate archive.  Some of unpublished letters listed here were provided to me directly from German 
veterans. 
63 This is collection of letters and diaries that had fallen into the hands of the Red Army.  Unclear whether 
they ar accurate or contrived; from cursory look, they appear to be the latter (at least in part). 
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Diewerge, Wolfgang, Deutsche Soldaten Sehen Die Sowjet-Union:  Feldpostbriefe aus 
dem Osten.  1941. 
 
Dollinger, Hans (ed.), Kain, wo ist dein Bruder?  Was der Mensch im Zweiten Weltkrieg 
erleiden muss – dokumentiert in Tagebuecher u. Briefen.  1983. 
 
Duesel, Dr Hans H. (Hg.), Gefallen! . . . und umsonst – Erlebnisberichte deutscher 
Soldaten im Russlandkrieg 1941-45. 1993. 
 
Geiger, Jeffrey E., German Prisoners of War at Camp Cooke, CA.  1996. 
 
Groth, San.Feldw. (IR 256 / 112. ID) (Courtesy of comrade Btn.Arzt Eberhard Willich) 
 
Hammer, Ingrid, et al., Sehr selten habe ich geweint:  Briefe und Tagebuecher aus dem 
Zweiten Weltkrieg von Menschen aus Berlin.  1992. 
 
“Hans-Otto“ (268. ID) (Courtesy of K. Distler)64 
 
Huerter, Johannes, Ein dt. General an der Ostfront:  Die Briefe u. Tagebuecher des 
Gotthard Heinrici 1941/42.  2001.  (Heinrici was cdr of AK) 
 
Humburg, Martin, Das Gesicht des Krieges:  Feldpostbriefe von Wehrmachtssoldaten 
aus der Sowjetunion 1941 – 1944.  1998. 
 
Latzel, Klaus, Deutsche Soldaten – Nationalsozialistischer Krieg?  Kriegserlebnis – 
Kriegserfahrung.  1939-1945. 1998. 
 
Kegel, Wolfgang (ed.), Unteroffizier Alfred Hoffmann: “Vermisst in Witebsk.”  
Soldatenbreife aus dem Zweiten Weltkrieg...”  (self-published)  (Hoffmann with 197. ID)  
2001. 
 
Kegel, W. (ed.), Leutnant Gerhard Jung: Gefallen fuer Grossdeutschland.  
(Feldpostbriefe collection) (self-published). 
 
Meyer-Timpe, Ulrike (ed.), Traeume recht suess von mir.  2004.65 
 
Moltke, Helmut James von., Letters to Freya 1939-1945.  Edited and translated by Beate 
Ruhm v. Oppen.  1990. 
 
Oberkommando der Wehrmacht (OKW), Kampf Gegen Die Sowjets:  Berichte u. Bilder 
vom Beginn des Ostfeldzuges bis zum Fruehjahr 1942.  1943. 
 

                                                 
64 These Feldpostbriefe are very detailed, from 21.6.41-22.3.42.  “Hans-Otto” is most likely a hyphenated 
first name. 
65 Includes Feldpostbriefe from “Willi,” Soldat with the 10. / Pz.Rgt. 21 / Pz AOK 2) 
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Richardson, H.F. (ed.), Sieg Heil:  War Letters of Tank Gunner Karl Fuchs 1937-1941.  
1987.  (Fuchs w/ 25. PzRgt / 7. PD) 
 
Richardson, H.F. (ed.), Your Loyal and Loving Son.  The Letters of Tank Gunner Karl 
Fuchs, 1937-41.  2003 (updated edition) 
 
Schaefer-Kehnert, Dr Walter, Kriegstagebuch in Feldpostbriefen: 1940-45.  (unpublished 
manuscript courtesy of Dr Schaefer) (Dr Schaefer w/ Pz.AR 119 / 11. PD) 
 
Scheuer, Guenter (ed.), Briefe aus Russland:  Feldpostbriefe des Gef. A. Scheuer 1941-
1942.  ca. 2000.  (A. Scheuer w/ 197. ID) 
 
Scheuer, Guenter (ed.), Briefe aus Russland:  1941-1942.  (self-published by G. Scheuer)  
Jun 00. 
 
Scheuer, Alois (deceased), Briefe aus Russland 1941-1942.  CD (75 Minuten).  Kleine 
Buehne der Volkshochschule St. Ingbert.  Lesung im Kulturhaus St. Ingbert am Sonntag, 
25 Nov 01.66   
 
Showalter, Dennis, et al., Voices from the Third Reich:  An Oral History.  1989. 
 
Stockhoff, Heinrich, Feldpostbriefe (courtesy of author) (IR 37 / 6. ID) 
 
Stuehlmeyer, Heinrich, Feldpostbrief (courtesy of author)67 (IR 37 / 6. ID)  
 
Vierkorn, K.G., Feldpostbriefe-Sammlung (unpublished; courtesy of Herrn Vierkorn).   
(Vierkorn with AR 59 / 23. ID) 
 
Willems, Paul, Feldpostbriefe 41/42 (FPN: 26797 B) (courtesy of his friend and 
comarade, Heinrich Stockhoff (6. ID)68 
 
Wittek, Erhard (ed.), Die Soldatische Tat: Berichte von Mitkaempfern des Heeres  
(Der Kampf im Osten 41/42).  1943. 
 
Wurster, Gottlieb, Feldpostbriefe (unpublished) (courtesy of his Neffe, Gerhard Renz) 
(35. ID) 
 
 
VII. German Veterans (Contributions from “Russlandkaempfer”): 
 

                                                 
66 This CD contains a dramatic reading of some of Alois Scheuer’s letters from Russia in 41/42.  Courtesy 
of Guenter Scheuer. 
67 Note:  Stuehlmeyer letters received from his comrade, H. Stockhoff, who personally recopied all of the 
letters for me (Jun 05).  MS Word file of letters created for me by Marianne Miethe (Jun 06). 
68 I believe these Feldpostbriefe are unpublished. 
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Adler,
69
 Rudolf (11. IR / 14. ID (mot.) – Brief; Bericht (“Winterschlacht von Rshew:        

Januar bis Februar 1942”); Fragebogen; Fragestellungen; “Geschichte des 11. (Saechs.) 
Inf.-Rgts;” Kurzegefasste Geschichte des 11. Inf.Rgts (Vortrag von Dr Wilhelm Rust  
Sep 98); Feldpostbrief; Propaganda (Flugblaetter); „Landser“ publications 
Andres, Kurt W. (20. PD) – Erlebnisbericht (“Die Schlacht um Moskau 1941/42”); also                      
compilation of Tagebuchaufzeichnungen from veterans of 20. PD 
Baese, Otto (110. ID) – Fragebogen, Tagebuch, Sonderfragen70 
Baetcher, Hansgeorg (K.Gr. 100) – Fragebogen (prepared by Hans Gaenshirt on behalf         
of Herr Baetcher, who flew He-111s) 
Barkhoff, Guenther (26. ID)

71 – Fragebogen / Fotos / Memoiren (“Ostfront”) 
Bauer, Ludwig (3. PD) – Fragestellungen  
Beimdieke, Karl (SR 304 / 2. PD) – Fragebogen     
Belke, Friedrich-August (“Fritz”) (6. ID) – Fragebogen / Sonderfragen / Memoiren 

(“Infanterist”) 
Bergelt, Walter (56. ID) – Fragestellungen u. “Eigenbericht” 
Beyrich, Dr Martin (AR 14/14. ID (mot.)) – Tagebuchauszuege (Jul-Aug 41) (courtesy 
of Guenter Werner) 
Bock, Guenther (Beob.Abtl. 35) – Fragebogen /Fotos / KTB III. AR 213 / etc.  

Boeselager, Philipp Freiherr v. (86. ID / O.O. beim GFM v. Kluge) – Fragebogen / 
Broschure (Widerstand in Hr.Gr.Mitte) / Private Paper (assessment of GFM v. Kluge) / 

Broschure (Henning v. Tresckow) 

Borsdorff, Heinz (K.G. z.b.V. 800) – Fragebogen u. “Sonderbericht ‘C’”  
(Borsdorff served in Ju-52 transport wing) 
Bose, Georg (schw. Heeres-Art.-Abt. 58)72 – Fragebogen  
Boucsein, Heinrich (IR 427 / 129. ID) – Telefongespraeche (2, 19 Apr 06) 
Braun, Hans Erich (2. PD) – Fragebogen 
Bremer, Walter H. (95. ID) – Memoiren (self-published) 
Bruenger, Helmut (86. ID) – Fragebogen / Kriegserleben (detailed memoir) / Fotos  
Bub, Emil (Flak Abt. 303) – persoenliches Tagebuch (courtesy of R. Gehrmann)  
Bunke, Dr Erich (Pz.Jg.Abt. 31) – Fragebogen / Memoir  

Craemer, Uffz. Otto (IR 37/6. ID) – persoenliches Tagebuch (courtesy of H. Stockhoff) 
Dehmel, Gen.-Lt. (Kdr. 292. ID) – Tagebuch (courtesy of R. Moebius) 
Dicke, Dr Werner (26. ID) – Fragebogen / Fragestellungen / Erinnerungen /Bilder / 

Sonderfragen 

Dihlmann, Erich (Nach.Abt. 35 / 35. ID) – Fragebogen / Kompaniegeschichte  
(prepared by author) / Geschichte der 3./Inf.Rgt.109 / correspondence (emails, etc.) 
Dill, Haupt. Hans Joachim (SR 304 / 2. PD) – persoenliches Tagebuch (courtesy of  
E. Weingarten) 
Dismer, Hans-Joachim (AR 6 / 6. ID) – Fragebogen / Buch (personal Memoir) 

Dowe, Wilhelm (Pz.Jg.Abt. 186 / 86. ID) – Fragebogen / Fragestellungen / 

Kriegserlebnisse (Auszuege) 

                                                 
69 Verstorben (Mar 09).  Nach Brief vom Walter Vollmer. 
70 His son, Wolfgang Baese, and comrade Horst Paul both helped me secure O. Baese’s support of project. 
71 Contact courtesy of Dr Werner Dicke. 
72 Bose was not involved in fighting on central front; wrote book about Stug.-Bde. 177. I met him in  
Oct 08 at Bad Wimpfen.  He is Ritterkreuztraeger. 
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Drews, Martin (110. ID) – Fragebogen / Erlebnisberichte   

Effing, Heinz (26. ID) – Fragebogen / Sonderfragen 

Folger, Paul (252. ID) – Fragebogen / Erlebnisbericht 
Franze, Herbert (263. ID) – Fragebogen  / Memoiren / Fragestellungen 
Fritze, Prof.Dr.(med.) Eugen (6. PD) – Fragebogen / Sonderfragen 

Fuehrer, Fritz (6. ID)
73
 – persoenliches Tagebuch (courtesy of H. Stockhoff) 

Garn, Arnulf v. (252. ID)
74 – Fragebogen / Erlebnisberichte 

Gaenshirt, Hans (K.Gr. 100) – Letter / Baetcher Fragebogen (prepared on B.‘s behalf) 
Gassmann, Aloys (106. ID) – Fragebogen / Sonderfragen / Geschichte Inf.Rgt. 241 
Grimm, Robert (58. ID / Hr.Gr.Nord) – Fragestellungen / Fragebogen / Memoiren 
Groth, San. Feldw. (112. ID) – Feldpostbriefe75  
Gutenkunst, Alfred (35. ID) – Fragebogen / Sonderfragen; Geschichte der  
11./Inf.Rgt.109 

Haape, Heinrich (18 IR/6. ID) – Tagebuch, Gefechts- u. Zeitungsberichte, dienstliche 
Unterlagen, Auszeichnungen, etc.76 
Hahn, Johannes (129. ID) – Fragebogen / Bericht 

Hahn, Jochen (AR 292/292. ID) – Feldpostbriefe an seine Frau (courtesy of  
R. Moebius) 
“Hans-Otto“ (268. ID) – Feldpostbriefe (courtesy of K. Distler) 
Heinemann, Werner (IR 67/23. ID)

77
 – Memorien (published), Fragebogen, Feldpost-

briefe (Mar-Oct 41) 
Heinlein, Walter (2. PD) – Fragebogen / Artikel / Erlebnisbericht / Memoiren 

Hempel, Kurt (258. ID) – Fragebogen / Sonderfragen / Erlebnisbericht / Memoiren 

(Auszuege) 

Hermann, Alfred (H-Nahaufklaerungsstaffel) – Tagebuch (Russlandfeldzug 1941)78  
Hoffmann, Uffz. Alfred (197. ID) – „Vermisst in Witebsk“ (courtesy of W. Kegel) 
Hohmeier, Herbert (6. ID) – Interview in Rzhev (May 05) 
Hoyer, Ludwig (95. ID) – 23 Fotos (courtesy of his son) 
Jakubowski, Ofw. (292. ID) – Tagebuch (courtesy of R. Moebius) 
Klein, Rudolf (252. ID) – Fragebogen 
Krehl, Eberhard (Stab Ari.-Kdr. 121 der Pz.Tr.) – Fragebogen / Sonderfragen / 
Erinnerungen 

Kreuter, Georg (SR 101 / 18. PD) – “Kriegstagebuch” (courtesy of K. Schumann) 
Krombholz Erwin (3.(H)/21(Pz)) – Fragebogen / Erlebnisberichte / Urkunden / 

Chronik der Aufklaerungsstaffel 3.(H)/21(Pz), usw. 

Kruedenscheidt, Ernst (IR 18 / 6. ID)
79
 – Fragebogen 

Krueger, Arthur (60. ID (mot.)) – Fragebogen / Erlebnisbericht / Memoiren80 

                                                 
73 Passed away, Mar 06. 
74 Passed away in 2004. 
75 Courtesy of Dr. E. Willich. 
76 Passed away ca. 1994.  His papers courtesy of sons Johannes & Heinz (Dec 07). 
77 Heinemann passed away in 1983.  He was a battalion commander in IR 67 during battle of Moscow; 
became regimental commander in IR 67 in Jan 42. Fragebogen and Feldpostbriefe courtesy of his 
daughter, Dr, Birgit Heinemann (Aug 10). 
78 Courtesy of M. Miethe (Jun 06) 
79 Passed away 03 Dec 05. 
80 This unit belonged to Hr.Gr.Sued.  Saw action at Stalingrad.  Contact courtesy of M. Miethe (Jun 06). 
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Kummer, Kurt (AR 88 (mot) / 18. PD) – Fragebogen; Tagebuchauszuege  
Kunz, Wilhelm (87. ID) – Fragebogen, Fragestellungen, Buecher 

Leppelmann, Wilhelm (6. PD) – Fragebogen / Erlebnisbericht 
Langer, Franz-Josef (6. ID)

81 – Feldpostbriefe / Kuenstwerke / usw. (courtesy of his 
son, Wolfgang Langer) 
Lierow, Dr. Hans (6. ID) – personal diary (courtesy of his son, Dr. K. Lierow-Mueller) 
Loewer, Willi (AR 129 / 129. ID)—Fragebogen / Memoiren / Artikeln 
Loheide, Hermann (95. ID) – Nachlass (Wehrpass, Karten, etc.) (Courtesy of Karl H. 
Hoyer) 
Mayer, Karl Hans (30. ID) – Fragebogen / Erlebnisbericht 
Meinecke, Ernst (86. ID) – Berichte / Erlebnisberichte / Karten / J. Moeller Buch / etc. 

Meyer, August (106. ID)
82 – Fragebogen / Fragestellungen / Rgts-Geschichten 

Miethe, Erich (Ju 52 pilot)
83 – Memoiren; misc. Documents  

Mobius, Rudolf (292. ID) – Fragebogen / Erlebnisberichte / Erinnerungen / photos, etc. 
Moennich, Horst (FlakRgt 12) – Telephone Interview (w/ P. Steinkamp)  

Mueller-Wolfram, Gerd (Flak Abt. 71) – Telephone Interview  (w/ P. Steinkamp) 

Nebe, Erich (IR 37 / 6. ID)
84 – Erinnerungen (memoirs) 

Nehring, Christoph (son of Pz.Gen. Walther K. Nehring / 18. PD) – Intvw in Essen 

(Jun 05) / books & articles / Assessments of his father (by former subordinates) 
Niermann, Hans Wilh. (6. PD) – Fragebogen / Tagebuch  / Feldpostbriefe 
Pagel, Horst (German soldier) – Unpublished stories 
Pante, Dr Helmuth (Veterinaer-Untersuchungsstelle 509) – Kriegserlebnisse  
Regeniter, Alfred (255. ID) – personal diary excerpts 
Rhein, Ernst-Martin (IR 18 / 6. ID) – Fragebogen / book (his history of IR 18) / 
personal intvw (Dec 06). 
Richter, Georg (AR 74 / 2 PD) – persoenliches Tagebuch (courtesy of E. Weingarten)  
Richter, Dr. Will (268. ID) – Gefechtsberichte (courtesy of K. Distler) 
Ringenberg, Obstlt. (IR 240 / 106. ID)

85 – Erlebnisbericht (courtesy of W. Vollmer) 
Risse, Siegfried (IR 101 / 18. PD) – Manuscript (Regimentsgeschichte)86 
Schaefer-Kehnert, Dr W. (11. PD) – Fragebogen / Special Questionnaire / BBC  
interview / Feldpostbriefe, etc.. 
Scharffetter, Friedrich-Karl (Flak) – Brief, Book excerpts. 
Schickner, Wilhelm (2. PD) – Erlebnisbericht (courtesy of E. Weingarten) 
Schillke, Hans (8. PD / Hr.Gr. Nord) –  Fragebogen / Sonderfragen 

Schmidt, Albert (14. ID (mot.)) – Erlebnisbericht (Sommer 1944)87 
Schmiterloew, Bertram v. (IR 14 / 14. ID (mot.)) – Tagebuchauszuege88  
Schoening, Dietrich (AR 6 / 6. ID) – Brief discussion w/ in Rshew (May 05) 
Schroeter, Helmut (56. ID) – Fragebogen / Berichte 

                                                 
81 Passed away in early 1980s. 
82 Passed away Jan 06.  (Notified by W. Vollmer.) 
83 Passed away late 2009.  Had flown his first Ju 52 missions into Stalingrad in Jan 43. 
84 Passed away 13 Jan 05.  Memoirs courtesy of his son, Karl-Friedrich Nebe. 
85 Passed away in 1968. 
86 Courtesy of Klaus Schumann. 
87 Passed away Oct 06.  Report courtesy of Klaus Schumann. 
88 Tagebuch courtesy of Guenter Werner. 
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Schulze, Guenter (O.O. beim Kdr / 18. PD)
89
 – Brief / Telephone Intvw (w/ F. Roemer) 

/ Memoiren (Vormarschzeit in Russland 41/42) 
Schulze, Helmut (56. ID) – Fragebogen 
Soff, Heinz (56. ID) – Fragebogen / Brief 
Sohn, Hermann (35. ID) – Fragebogen / Tagebuch / Farbkarten / Fotos, etc.  
Stelly, Werner (SS-Kav.-Brig.) – Fragebogen, etc. 
Stockhoff, Heinrich (6. ID)

90
 – Fragebogen / Fragestellungen / /FPB / FPB (of 

deceased Kamerad P.W.) / Kampfberichte / misc. 

Stoves, Rolf O.G. (1. PD) – Fragebogen, etc. 
Strienitz, Fritz (Fsch.M.G.Batl.7)

91 – Fragebogen / Sonderfragen / Memoiren 
(excerpts) / unit history (excerpts) / misc. 
Stuehlmeyer, Heinrich (IR 37 / 6. ID) – Intvw in Rzhew (May 05) / Feldpostbriefe / 
Fragebogen / Sonderfragen / Erlebnisbericht (Weihnachten 1941) 
Tilinski, M. (292. ID) – Erlebnisbericht (courtesy of R. Moebius) 
Trotsch, Otto (5. PD) – Fragestellungen  
Vierkorn, K.G. (AR 59 / 23. ID) – Fragebogen / Feldpostbriefe / Erlebnisberichte, etc. 
Vollmer, Walter (AR 107 / 106. ID) – Brief / Fragebogen / Erlebnisbericht /         

Einheitsgeschichte; Geschichte des I.R. 77 (26. ID); Kuratorium Rzhew (Personalliste)        
Vornholt, Erich (IR 58/6. ID) – Fragebogen / Erlebnisberichte / Rhein Buch (Auszuege) 
Voss, Dr. Hellmuth (Pi.Btn. 6 / 6. ID) – Geschichte des Pi.Btns 6 im Russlandfeldzug 
(courtesy of Wolfgang Langer) 
Wagemann, Eberhard (23. ID) – Fragebogen / Rgt. History 
Wardin, Eberhard (9./537 HNR)

92 – Erlebnisberichte / Briefe / Sonderfragen 
Weingartner, Emmerich (SR 304 / 2. PD) – Fragebogen; Sonderfragen; Memoiren 
(excerpts); referrals (to other vets); material from other vets. 
Weller, Hpt.Fdw. (IR 480 / 260. ID) – Tagebuch (excerpts from; courtesy of K. Distler) 
Werner, Guenter (AR 251 / 251. ID)  – Fragebogen / Tagebuchauszuege (of Hptm 
Schmiterloew & Dr Martin Beyrich) / Kurzgeschichte IR 53(mot.)(14. ID.(mot.)) 
Werner, Wolfgang (252. ID) – Fragebogen / Erlebnisberichte / Dokumenten 
Wessler, Wilhelm (IR 58 / 6. ID) --  Tagebuch Auszuege / Erlebnisberichte  

Wexel, Heinz (IR 82 / 31. ID)
93 – Fragebogen / Sonderfragen / Fotos 

Will, Otto (5. PD) – Fragebogen / Fotos / Memoiren des Russlandfeldzuges /    
Sonderfragen / FPB / Buch (Memoiren) / Maps 

Willich, Eberhard (112. ID) – Fragebogen / Sonderfragen / Erfahrungsbericht / 

Artikeln / FPB of San.Feldw.Groth 

Wothe, Willy (3. PD)
94 – Bericht (“Vormarsch ueber Orel nach Tula—Oct – Dez 41) 

Wurster, Gottlieb (35. ID) – Fragebogen (prepared by Neffe, G. Renz); Feldpostbriefe 
Ziegner,

95
 Wilhelm (7. PD) – Erzaehlungen / Feldpostbriefe (excerpts from) / 

Fragebogen (prepared by his son) 

                                                 
89 Passed away 02 Apr 06.  (Notified by C. Nehring) 
90 Passed away Apr 09. 
91 Contact courtesy of W. Vollmer & U. Seyfarth.  Fritz passed away on  13 Sep 10 (geb. 3.8.21). 
92 Passed away  15 Nov. 05. 
93 Contact courtesy of Christoph Nehring. 
94 Herr Wothe joined 6./Pz.Gren.Btl II/3. PD in Sep 42—i.e., didn’t participate directly in Schlacht um 
Moskau.  He interviewed many former members of 3.PD for his Bericht. 
95 Material provided by son, H. Ziegner. 
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Zirk, Georg(e) (KG 55 & 4) – Fragestellungen (via email correspondence) 
 
 
VIII.  Barbarossa (General Accounts / Photographic Studies): 
 
Aaken, Wolf van, Hexenkessel Ostfront.  Von Smolensk nach Breslau.  1964. 
 
Anderson, Duncan, et al., Die Ostfront 1941-1945.  Barbarossa, Stalingrad und Berlin.  
German edition (2002) 
 
Bartov, Omer, The Eastern Front, 1941-45, German Troops and the Barbarisation of 
Warfare.  Second edition (2001)96 
 
Boog, Horst, et al., Germany and the Second World War.  Vol IV:  The Attack on the 
Soviet Union.  (German official history of WWII) 
 
Boog, H., et al., Das Deutsche Reich u. der Zweite Weltkrieg.  Vol. 4:  Der Angriff auf die 
Sowjetunion.  (same as above) 
 
Carell, Paul, Hitler Moves East, 1941 – 1943.  1964. 
 
Carell, P., Unternehmen Barbarossa:  Der Marsch nach Russland.  1963. 
 
Carell, P., Operation Barbarossa in Photographs.  1991. 
 
Clark, Alan, Barbarossa:  The Russian-German Conflict, 1941-1945.  1965. 
 
Deutschland im Zweiten Weltkrieg.  Vols. 2-4.  Akademie-Verlag.  Berlin. 1982-84. 
(Brief excerpts from courtesy of Fritz Strienitz)97 
 
Erickson, John, The Road to Stalingrad.  Stalin’s War with Germany:  Volume One.  
1975. 
 
Erickson, J., The Road to Berlin.  Stalin’s War with Germany:  Volume Two.  1983. 
 
Erickson, John & Ljubica, The Eastern Front in Photographs:  1941-1945.  2001. 
 
Fleischer, Wolfgang, Unternehmen Barbarossa, 1941.  1998.  (Bildband) 
 

Forum “Unternehmen Barbarossa,” at:  http://hco.hagen.de/barbarossa.  Redaktion:  
Wigbert Benz.  (Auf dem Server des Historischen Centrums Hagen) 

                                                 
96 Bartov’s books includes accounts of the 12. ID, Gross Deutschland, and 18. PD—the latter perhaps 
because the records for this division are nearly complete.  Note:  View Bartov’s data on troop strength with 
suspicion.  According to Christoph Rass, Bartov is not careful in his use of different types of strength 
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Army had no coherent defensive doctrine [on eve of “Barbarossa”] (102); p) Stalin’s military ideas were 
“firmly rooted in the past;” he was still fighting the previous war, as if it was a repeat of 1914 (104-05);  
q) states that in Jun 41, the Red Army was not using radios but was “totally committed to telephones;” 
chain of command “firmly anchored on telephone lines” [not telegraph?] (106-07); r) Sovets suffered 
serious tank losses in opening weeks of campaign due to basic maintenance problems and lack of 
mechanics and spare parts (113); s) discussion of “overwhelming advantage” provided by the German 
assault guns (134-35); t) author insists – oddly – that the German “fighting machine [was] hardly 
scratched” by mid-Sep 41 (138); u) makes good point that by late summer ’41, the German army groups in 
Russia were essentially fighting “three different campaigns . . . in parallel;” (142); v) another key theme:  
Hitler’s decision-making during “Barbarossa” was largely sound; author repeatedly defends Hitler’s 
strategic decisions (eg., Hitler’s decision to seal off Leningrad, 144); w) author appears to make several 
mistakes re: German unit designations (i.e., “8th Air Corps” called “8th Air Army;” Schmidt’s corps called  
23.  PzKp, etc.) (147, 153); x) states erroneously that German 2. Army and PzGr 2 were to attack (at start 
of “Taifun”) from the vicinity of Smolensk; also states that these armies were not “technically” under 
command of GFM v. Bock! (153); y) says that “Typhoon” was “scheduled to begin on 15 Nov 41.! (!) 
(163).  Stopped reading – book much too uneven in its analysis.                  
126 Note:  This book is alternately provocative and annoying.  Author is a tireless self-promoter (as one 
recent reviewer of another of his books averred); in fact, it appears that most of the existing history of the 
German Army 1914-45 was simply based on myth and legend, until he, Mosier, came along to see it all 
straight!  In any cases, following points of interest: a) Author attributes superiority of the Wehrmacht to its 
“institutional memory:  the Germans had mastered many of the problems of modern warfare, and they 
preserved the essentials of what they had learned as they integrated the technologies that emerged in the 
next decades.  Their advantage in combat was thus not a function of equipment or even training:  it was 
conceptual, and the two key concepts were speed and integration (244); b) the German Army was never 
mechanized to the extent its major opponents were; but its commanders were generally quicker to move 
than their adversaries, whether on offense or defense. Their speed, immensely aided by the decentral-
ization  of command, meant that the Germans generally moved inside the decision cycle of their opponents 
(i.e., Boyd’s “OODA loop” concept) (245); c) author devotes “good deal of space” to explaining the 
inadequacies of German armament – while there were interesting innovations and inventions, by and large 
the margin of technical superiority was non-existent (247); d) author makes case that Hitler, far from 
irrational, was a shrewd strategist; in author’s view, Hitler’s failure to really understand the impact of  
the USA on the war was “the only serious mistake [he] made on the grand strategic level;” (5, 251);  
e) conversely, he utterly condemns Stalin’s war leadership; insists that, w/o massive Anglo-American aid, 
Russia would have lost the war in 1943 (250); f) casualty exchange rates:  this is one measure of efficacy in 
combat stressed by author, who points out that the ratio of losses was significantly in Germany’s favor in 
both WWI and WWII.  In his book Myth of the Great War, Mosier asserts that the ratio of dead was 3:1 on 
the Western Front alone in favor of Germany during 1941/18; author also quotes corroborative evidence of 
Niall Ferguson (The Pity of War) (3, 258); g) Mosier avers (w/o citing a source) that exchange rate on 
Eastern front from 1941/45 was ca. 6:1 in Wehrmacht’s favor, and fully 11:1 in 1941! (181); h) nothing 
irrational about Hitler’s decision to attack USSR, “nor did it lead inevitably to Germany’s defeat;” (6);  
i) German tanks: Mosier calls them “Paper Tigers” (chapter heading); states Germany entered WWII w/ 
“underpowered, overweight vehicles that were completely unsuitable for combat;” at one point, he states 
their tanks were “wretched;” writes later that “among the many failures of German tank design was a 
woefully insufficient tread life;”  (see, pp 90-107, 164); j) May 40:  At this time, “German army was the 
least mechanized of all the major combatants, and the situation never improved;” (104); k) German 
transport fleet:  Makes good point that the Ju 52 fleet also suffered devastating losses in May 40 (airborne 
landings in Holland), not only at Crete in May 41 (137); l) Crete (May 41):  author indicates the German 
intelligence was a “failure at every level;” (159); m) Jun 41:  One fact that helps explain the initial Soviet 
disaster (after start of “Barbarossa”) is the disposition of Soviet forces – whether for an offensive or a 
defense in depth, Red Army units were well in front of the prepared defensive positions; moving the Soviet 
divisions so far forward was a major factor in the astronomical losses; (173); n) Quote: “Although the 
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Soviet military had modern weapons, there’s no indication that anyone understood how to use them;” 
(174); o) avers that in first months of attack, “the invading German forces swept over Belorussia and the 
Baltic states like a wave rolling up onto a beach;” (Note:  Here, author promotes what in my view is an 
enduring myth – that opening weeks of “Barbarossa” were a “cake walk” for the Germans; nothing could 
be further from the truth!); p) Mosier does make good point that the Soviet strategy in summer 1941 of 
counterattacking at every opportunity was misunderstood by the Germans:  “These attacks, all appearances 
to the contrary, were part of a deliberate Soviet strategy . . . [but they] were so ineffective [and so terribly 
costly!] that the Germans failed to notice the pattern;” (176, 184); q) assessing German failure in Russia  
in 1941, Mosier notes that the “basic structural problem” was that the “production of war materials after 
Sep 39 had continued at the same leisurely pace as before;” (183); r) asserts that Operation “Blau” 1942 
was a “worse defeat for the Red Army than the opening blows of Barbarossa,” and that Jul 42 was the 
“nadir of Soviet fortunes;” (190-91); s) Lend-Lease:  British and American aid to Russia was “not simply 
supplementary; it was the “root cause of the Red Army’s success;” (see, pp 202-03 for figures on Allied 
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combat was not a function of better equipment (author attempts to show that, in most cases, German 
materiel was inferior to that of her adversaries).  Nor were the victories of 1939-41 the result of some 
radically new concept of warfare (i.e., so-called “Blitzkrieg,” which Mosier says “hardly existed”); rather, 
the superiority of the Wehrmacht on the battlefield “derives almost exclusively from intangibles such as 
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to censorship.   
154 Note: This useful study appears to rely heavily on work by Kozhevnikov (cited above).  Author avers  
that “air supremacy achieved [by GAF] in Jun-Jul 41 quickly dissipated, as the strains of a 2000-mile front 
took their toll.” (p 72)  Book includes following:  a) good introduction to Soviet combat acft, bomber and 
fighter tactics (“VVS operational tactics were to cautious and inflexible.”) ( 26); b) discussion of 



 85 

 
History of the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union 1941-1945.  Vol II:  Jun 41 –  
Nov 42.  1961. 
 
Hoyt, Edwin P., Stalin’s War:  Tragedy and Triumph 1941-45.  2003. 
 

Journal of Military Thought  (several articles on Russian side of war.  2001) 
 
Kilmarx, Robert A., A History of Soviet Air Power.  1962. 
 
Kohl, Paul, Ich wundere mich, das ich noch Lebe—Sowjetische Augenzeugen berichten.  
1990.  (eyewitnesses in area of Hr.Gr.Mitte) 
 
Kozhevnikov, M.N., The Command and Staff of the Soviet Army Air Force in the Great 
Patriotic War 1941-45.  1977.155 
                                                                                                                                                 
phenomenon of “ramming” technique (taran) (27 ff); c) “acute sense of inferiority” of Soviet aircrews vis-
à-vis GAF (61); d) night bombing by Po-2s (U-2) biplanes; called “Naehmaschine” by the Germans (65); 
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in Moscow sector during this time (clearly an exaggeration!) (71); j) Dec 41:  Excellent outline of results of 
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1942. (78-79); l) Demyansk pocket:  excellent overview (80 ff); m) discussion of major VVS reforms by 
Gen. A.A. Novikov after he became VVS Cdr in Apr 42; new structure for long-range aviation, creation of 
air armies, etc. (83 ff).  CRUX:  Despite its heroism and achievements, “the role of the VVS at Moscow 
had been peripheral in deciding the outcome;” “failure of the VVS to systematically apply air power on the 
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arms cdrs and employed in uncoordinated fashion. At unit level, greater emphasis on flexibility. Air 
regiments made less unwieldly, etc. New concepts validated in skies over Moscow and at Stalingrad.  
Branches of Soviet aviation included: long-range, frontal, army, air defense fighter aviation (p 20). Text 
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Soviet aviation against enemy troops did not have a noticeable influence” on course of events – VVS 
efforts often dispersed, planes not massed adequately, weapons and tactics not appropriate, etc. (39);  
e) VVS attempts first massed strikes on GAF airfields (41); f) in first 18 days of war, Soviet aviation flew 
45,000 combat sorties (numbers exaggerated?); g) at end of Jul 41, in 22 days of battle on Leningrad’s 
distance approaches, 16,567 combined sorties flown (44); h) 29 Aug – 3 Sep 41:  day/night air operations 
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against Guderian’s 2. PzGr in vicinity of Pochep – Starodub – Shostka and to halt its advance on Bryansk; 
over 4000 sorties flown (47); i) Smolensk operation (Jul-Aug 41):  VVS flew about 20,000 sorties (48-49); 
j) VVS air raids on Berlin (10 raids during Aug-Sep 41); also bomber strikes on key Axis industrial 
facilities (Koenigsberg, Danzig, Helsinki, Warsaw, Ploesti, etc.) (50); k) By 30.9.41, VVS has flown  
ca. 60,000 combat sorties in Leningrad sector (51); l) Soviet aviation in Battle of Moscow (52 ff.);  
m) 11.-18.10.41:  massed VVS strikes on GAF airfields along entire eastern front (55); n) 30.9.-31.10.41:  
VVS flies 26,000 combat sorties in defense of central sector (57); o) Nov 41:  Another wave of VVS 
attacks on GAF airfields (59); Oct-Nov 41:  During entire period of defense of Moscow, Soviet Air Force 
flew 51,300 combat sorties; by beginning of Dec 41, VVS had “attained firm operational air supremacy in 
the Moscow sector.” (60); Dec 41:  Soviet counteroffensive (VVS strength about 1200 combat acft) (60 ff); 
Dec 41-Jan 42:  In first 33 days of counteroffensive, Soviets fly ca. 16,000 combat sorties. (62)           
156 Note: This is a terrific series.  This volume includes:  a) introduction by David M. Glantz (discussion of 
Soviet military theory/doctrine, etc.); b) brief review of tactical use of anti-tank assets, including Soviet use 
of fields of Molotov cocktails); c) role of small-arms fire in taking down German acft; d) excellent study of 
German field defenses (based mainly on separate pockets of resistance – strong points, centers of resistence 
– equipped for all-round defense and located w/ mutual fire support; importance of populated areas; 
engineering preparations of field defenses; etc.).     
157 Note:  This volume includes:  a) introduction by D.M. Glantz (points out, inter alia, Soviet recognition 
that logistics was an Achilles heel for her forces; b) operational/tactical lessons of Winter Campaign 41/42 
(i.e., shortcomings in troop control; insufficient co-operation between and w/in armies; improper use of air 
power, ski units, etc.); c) features of offensive actions in winter (Germans unable to create a continuous and 
tight defense; Germans had many automatic weapons, etc.); d) combat use of ski troops (basic missions of, 
etc.); e) combat use of large cavalry formations (cavalry has high operational and tactical mobility; cavalry 
should be directed against operationally important targets on the enemy flanks, in his rear, and on his lines 
of communication; f) key examples of cavalry actions in winter 41/42 (Belov’s 1st Gds Cav Corps; 
destruction of German 34. AK; rout of German 78. ID by Gen Dovator’s 2d Gds Cav Corps; use of large 
cavalry units in German rear); Red Army, including cavalry, significantly inferior to Germans in supply of 
mortars (esp. heavy mortars), sub-machine guns, and AT defense means, giving Germans “tremendous 
superiority over ours w/ respect to fire (p 83));” g) use of non-toxic smoke by Soviet ground forces for 
camouflage.      
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159 Note:  This is an extremely valuable study, prepared by Soviet General Staff in 1942.  Study was not 
intended for mass consumption, and thus is not distorted by propaganda and imbalance. Book contains 
many insightful points, among them:  a) As editor noted, “Soviet histories like to claim that it was 
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capture Moscow, when in reality it was Hitler’s decision to concentrate on the Ukraine during this period 
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states that Germans used draconian measures – including chaining soldiers to their MGs! – to shore up 
resistance (27); deep snow cover cuts down effectiveness of tanks markedly (30); p) T-34 tank could 
negotiate a snow depth of .70-.80 meters (33); q) Red Army artillery did not acquit itself well during Battle 
of Moscow (43 ff.); r) density of Soviet artillery in Feb-Mar 42 ranged from 3.1 to 29 artillery pieces/km 
(see, p 48); s) “precise methods of target designation and correction were used rarely in divisional artillery” 
(for preparation and conduct of Soviet artillery fires see, pp 53-54).      
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inability to concentrate air [power] in massive operations; air power was being used in peacemeal fashion; 
in May 42, Soviets began w/ the formation of “air armies,” a giant step forward in mobility, concentration 
of forces, and central control.     
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create a defense in depth on approaches to Moscow; d) reference to BODO – a teletype w/ a scramble 
attachment; e) as early as 27.6.41, a Stavka order to Western Front addresses the weakness in the German 
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(i.e., growing separation of German mechanized units from following foot infantry); f) creation of State 
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sector was 1.25 in infantry, 2.2 times larger in tanks, 2.1 in guns/mortars, and 1.7 in acft; b) from  
1.-15.11.41, Soviet Western Front received 100,000 fighters and officers, 300 tanks, and 2000 guns as 
reinforcements; c) states that during the 20 days of their second offensive on Moscow  (i.e., from 15.11.41) 
the Germans lost more than 155,000 men, killed and wounded, about 800 tanks, not less than 300 guns, and 
about 1500 acft; d) Zhukov makes clear that the original objectives of the Soviet counter-offensive were 
really quite modest (given shortages of troops, tanks, etc.):  “The best we could do at the time was to beat 
back the enemy as far as possible from Moscow and to inflict on him the greatest possible losses;” and 
again, “our idea was to reestablish the position which these fronts [i.e., Western, Kalinin, Bryansk Fronts] 
had held before the beginning of the ‘Typhoon’ operation. . .”      
169 According to Bruce, this is an excellent collection of official documents addressing the Battle of 
Moscow. 
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Photo Collection 2: 250+ photos gleaned from NARA at College Park, MD. From 
multiple units showing activities in summer ’41. 
 
Photo Collection 3: 50+ photos from Roger Bender (photos of German generals, tanks, 
aircraft, etc.) 
 
Miscellaneous photos from David Glantz (Soviet generals, etc.); photos scanned from 
Artillerie im Osten (publ. 1944). 
 
 
XVIII. World Wide Web (Cross-References): 

 

http://www.260id.de/Webseiten/Geschichte.htm171 
http://hco.hagen.de/barbarossa (Forum “Unternehmen Barbarossa,” (Auf dem Server des 
Historischen Centrums Hagen)) 
http://www.balsi.de (Soldaten im 2. Weltkrieg) 
http://www.dhm.de/  (Deutsches Historisches Museum (Berlin))  
http://www.feldgrau.com (“Feldgrau” web site) 
http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/3620 (web site “Achtung Panzer”) 
http://www.jg27.de  (“Das Jagdgeschwader 27”)   
http://www.iremember.ru (Russian WWII website w/ veterans’ accounts in English) 
http://www.islandfarm.fsnet.co.uk/(Island Farm POW camp in Bridgend, South Wales.  
Excellent bios of German officers held there) 
http://www.verbrechen-der-wehrmacht.de (HIS: Hamburger Institut fuer Sozialfor-
schung) 
www.dasreich.ca/fritz  (2nd SS “Das Reich” division) 
www.lexikon-der-wehrmacht.de (great source on weapons, units, personnel, etc.) 
www.lonesentry.com/manuals/german-infantry-weapons/index.html172 
www.WorldRailFans.org  (German-English dictionary of railway or technical terms)  

 
 
 
 

* * * * 

                                                                                                                                                 
170 Note: The photos for MG Btn. 7 are located inside Fritz Strienitz’s booklet, “Verstaendigung mit 
Russland.”  The photos are excellent! 
171 Note: Photos w/ minimal text – however, this very-professionally done website provides excellent 
overview of operations of 260. ID, as well as lots of information concerning “Gefechtsstaerke” and combat 
losses in 1941/42.  Division ultimately destroyed during the Soviet offensive against Army Group Centre in 
Jun 44.  Of particular interest are the difficult battles south of Bobruisk from 19 Jul – 8 Aug 41:  “Bei den 
harten u. blutigen Gefechten am 24.7.41 um Romanischtsche u. Ugly werden 51 von 60 angreifenden 
gegnerischen Panzer abgeschossen.  Die Verluste der Division betragen 92 Tote, 510 Verwundete.” See 
also history of 260. ID by Werner Haupt (in division file).    
172 From this website, I downloaded the U.S. Army manual dated 25 May 1943, addressing “German 
Infantry Weapons.” 


